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first attempted to shut down the Gov-
ernment on several occasions in the
past few months in order to try to en-
force their radical agenda and essen-
tially hold the Government hostage be-
cause the Democrats would not agree
to major cuts in Medicare and Medic-
aid, environmental protection, and
education.

Now, realizing that the American
people could not support the Govern-
ment shutdown and that they were los-
ing the support of the American people,
they decided they would leave the Gov-
ernment open again, and now they are
moving towards this default. They are
jeopardizing the credit rating of the
United States which, as of March 1,
there is a real possibility that this
Government would default.

What they are saying is, that is OK.
We will go home for 3 weeks. We will
adjourn after tomorrow. We will come
back at the very end of February, just
a few days before March 1. And if you
do not go along with our radical agen-
da and cut Medicare and cut Medicaid
and do the other things that we want
to you to do, based on our ideology,
then we are going to default.

I think it is a terrible way to oper-
ate. We should put a stop to it.
f

A FRIGHTENING STRATEGY
(Mr. MILLER of California asked and

was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I read with interest of the re-
marks of Albert J. ‘‘Chainsaw Al’’
Dunlap to the Republican freshman
caucus. Mr. Dunlap earned his nick-
name by firing thousands of employees
at various companies, most recently
Scott Paper Co.

American workers and voters, take
note.

Mr. Dunlap’s frightening strategy in-
volves firing loyal employees, ignoring
impacts on communities, and maximiz-
ing profits to stockholders and the cor-
porate elite—like Mr. Dunlap.

Two years of firing employees made
Chainsaw Dunlap a very rich man; he
pocketed about $100 million, much of it
in stock gains that would be untaxed
under the Republicans’ flat tax scheme.

Along the way, he fired 20 percent of
hourly workers and 50 percent of man-
agers, barred community activities,
and reneged on charitable commit-
ments. But as the chairman of Whar-
ton’s management department noted,
‘‘Dunlap didn’t create value. He redis-
tributed income from the employees
and the community to the sharehold-
ers.’’

Let us hope that the Republican rev-
olutionaries who listened to Dunlap do
not buy into his prescription that peo-
ple are as disposable as Scott tissue as
long as the bottom line spells money
for the wealthy
f

FINANCIAL CREDIBILITY
(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, the Unit-
ed States faces a major threat to its fi-
nancial credibility from the new ma-
jority, which is playing politics with
the Nation’s credit and refusing to
raise the Nation’s debt limit. Their
tactics hurt all Americans, just as
Americans were hurt by the expense
and inconvenience of two Government
shutdowns.

But the issue involves more than fi-
nances. The credibility of this very Na-
tion is hurt by such tactics. We ap-
prove spending measures for Social Se-
curity, for education, for the environ-
ment, for the defense of this Nation,
and then we tell America that we are
simply not going to pay our bills.
Whatever happened to the fullfaith and
credit of this country? What ever hap-
pened to one’s good word.

Republicans may try to fool the pub-
lic by suggesting that raising the debt
ceiling will somehow cap future spend-
ing, part of their agenda to reduce
spending on Medicare, or Medicaid, the
environment, and education, but the
new majority should be honest with
the American people. The debt limit
must be approved to pay for current
spending, not future spending. We must
be responsible and protect our Nation’s
finances and reject this destructive ex-
tremism by passing a clean resolution
to raise the Nation’s debt ceiling.

f

OREGON ELECTION RESULTS

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday for the first time in 34 years,
voters in Oregon elected a Democrat to
the U.S. Senate. Despite being out-
spent over 3 to 1 and largely from
Washington special interest money,
Democrat RON WYDEN was elected to
replace Republican Bob Packwood.
Why? Because Oregon voters are sick
and tired of Speaker GINGRICH shutting
down Government in this country, not
once but twice, and voters are sick and
tired of Speaker GINGRICH threatening
over and over to force our Nation into
bankruptcy, all because the Speaker
wants his extremist agenda enacted
into law in this country.

People all over the country are re-
jecting this kind of thinking. They are
rejecting cuts in Medicare to give tax
breaks to the wealthiest individuals in
this country. Voters are rejecting cuts
in student loans and cuts in environ-
mental programs in order to give tax
breaks to the largest companies in
America. That kind of extremist think-
ing is not what the American people
want. Let us have a balanced budget
that protects Medicare, protects the
environment, and does not give major
tax breaks to the wealthiest people in
this country that do not need it.

ARTIFICIAL DEFAULT

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publicans in this Congress, in the
House of Representatives, are trying to
force this Government into an artifi-
cial default. This is not a new power
that the Congress suddenly possesses.
It is something that has been embedded
in the Constitution since the founding
of this Government.

The power to force a default has al-
ways been there, but in all of the 200-
plus years of the history of this coun-
try, it has never been used by either
political party, except the Republicans
are now attempting to use it to force a
default.

The consequences of a default are un-
thinkable. It is so drastic that no one
has really ever actively played a sce-
nario as to what would happen.

I hope our Republican colleagues will
relent and give the American people an
opportunity to pay their debts when
they come due and to allow the Gov-
ernment to function in a normal man-
ner.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RADANOVICH). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of May 12, 1995, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. GOOD-
LING] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. GOODLING addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. TOWNS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. TOWNS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. MCKEON]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. MCKEON addressed the House.
His remarks. will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr.
UNDERWOOD] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

[Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the
House. His remarks. will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]
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